
Green getaways to save the planet

Green travel is on the rise — especially since travellers 
have realised that they can contribute to the 
environment, while enjoying first-class services, 
authentic encounters with the locals and effortless 
comfort. Green Pearls® Unique Places (www.greenpearls.
com), a portfolio of handpicked, sustainable and unique 
places worldwide, reveal seven accommodations that 
are doing their bit to save the planet. 

1 Coral freedom in Koh Phi Phi
Zeavola, Koh Phi Phi’s leading five-star PADI dive 
resort, offers divers the opportunity to combine a 
luxury diving holiday while assisting in the fight to 
protect the Andaman’s threatened coral reefs. 

Together with the Phuket Marine Biological Centre, 
Zeavola has launched the ‘Coral Freedom’ project to 
support the regeneration of coral reefs, which guests 
are invited to partake in. Zeavola’s commitment to 
conservation is reflected in its water reserve system and 
the captivating bird walk. 

The eco-resort’s relaxed approach to island 
hospitality is an example of ‘true barefoot luxury’. Built 
like a Thai village, Zeavola offers an authentic Thai 
experience, and with 54 rooms and suites, there’s 
plenty of space and time for guests to reconnect with 
themselves. Known as the kingdom of undersea 
flowers, Phi Phi Island is a diver’s paradise that attracts 
enthusiasts from around the world.
One week at  Zeavola Resort costs from £1,389; 
www.zeavola.com 

2 Orange wines in the  
Austrian Alps
Did you know that orange is the fourth wine 
colour? At Forsthofalm, a genuine timber hotel set 
in the Austrian Alps, sommelier Henrik has 
specialised in those tasty, natural, white wines 
that are produced and consumed like red wines. 

The old and original method uses whole grapes, 
their stalks and only natural yeast for the 
fermentation process. The wines are kept as mash 
for a very long time and end up being sulphur-free. 
Hence, their intense colours, ranging from deep 
gold to orange and amber. 

But wine lovers aren’t the only ones who’ll feel at 
home at Forsthofalm; this wooden eco retreat 
offers green holidays to satisfy all sensibilities. 
Every day resident ‘herb fairy’ Claudia can be found  
collecting wild herbs for the wellness treatments, 
while head chef Peter bakes fresh bread and cooks 
on the charcoal grill — whether it’s meat, fish or 
vegan produce, you can be sure of the finest regional 
organic quality. 

Guests can discover their personal space, privacy 
and wellbeing among the light-flooded rooms and 
suites made of moon wood (Swiss pine), with their 
large panoramic windows. 
One week at the Forsthofalm costs from £1,136 
(including half board), www.forsthofalm.com

3 Walking with the forest 
ranger in Central Germany
Nobody knows the geological and natural features 
of the mixed forest in the South Harz better than 
Michael Kienzl. The forest ranger enjoys sharing 
his knowledge about rare plants and stone 
formations with guests from the Nature Resort 
Schindelbruch, the first climate-neutral hotel in 
Central Germany. 

Established as a small hunting lodge in 1928 near 
the historic village of Stolberg, the hotel needed a 
visionary to lift the property to its present glory. Dr 
Clemens Knight of Kempski wanted to prove that 
it’s possible to combine ecological awareness with 
hospitality on a four-star-plus level, and converted 
Schindelbruch into a flagship eco hotel. 

He integrated green concepts into all areas of the 
hotel design, including intelligent service solutions 
— from water collection to its own eco purification 
plant; the energy mix of green electricity, pellet 
radiators and geothermal energy; as well as the 
eco-conscious organisation of the hotel’s daily 
routine. For example, head chef Markus Koindek 
cooks with only fresh, seasonal and regional 
ingredients and offers a wide choice of delicious 
vegetarian dishes.
One week at the Nature Resort Schindelbruch 
costs from £820 (including half board);  
www.schindelbruch.de

4 A green, spiritual home  
in Andalucia
Guests who walk through the gates of Utopian 
Retreats in La Pirulaca for the first time will 
immediately feel enchanted by the place. The park-
like gardens of the carbon-neutral retreat in the 
heart of Andalucia call to mind the Garden of Eden, 
while the beautiful Moroccan-style finca could 
form the backdrop to an Arabian Nights story. 

The 15 bedrooms in this hidden gem have views 
of the Mediterranean Sea and Sierra Cabrera 
mountains. But it’s not only newlyweds who love to 
book the entire villa with its tranquil surroundings 
and ability to banish the daily stresses, this is also 
the perfect destination for friends and family, 
creative and spiritual groups. 

Utopian Retreats offers yoga, meditation, 
photography, painting and creative writing classes, 
as well as its very own private creative and yoga 
retreats, offering guests the opportunity to work 
with innovative and inspiring teachers. 

With accommodation for between eight and 33 
people, this private estate has an 18-metre long 
pool, boasts home-grown organic produce, 
wonderful food and the stunning beaches of the 
Cabo de Gata close by. It really is a dream setting. 
Prices for Utopian Retreats available upon 
request; www.utopianretreats.com

5 Helping Nemo near the Koh 
Haa islands
At the Pimalai Resort & Spa in Thailand guests can 
say ‘hi’ to Nemo and his clownfish family in their 
natural environment. Since 2005, in conjunction 
with the Thai Fishery Department, the resort has 
sponsored the breeding and release of endangered 
clownfish. Hundreds of volunteers and in-house 
guests have taken part in this initiative so far. 

It’s hoped that the Clownfish Rehabilitation 
Program will eventualturn the stunning Koh Haa 
islands into a dedicated fish sanctuary and help to 
create more respect for our fragile environment. 

The Pimalai is nestled in a lush, tropical forest 
and combines all the right ingredients — subtle 
five-star comfort, natural beauty and lots of space. 
To that, add luxury, elegance and a genuinely 
friendly service.
One week at the Pimalai Resort & Spa costs 
from £ 858; www.pimalai.com

6 A green fairy tale from  
Koh Samui
The Tongsai Bay on Koh Samui is the essence of a 
green fairytale, and the five-star resort has become 
a role model for green luxury hospitality. Set 
amidst tropical gardens on a hillside overlooking a 
secluded bay, the Tongsai Bay consists of 83 suites, 
cottages and villas on 25 secluded acres of land. 
There are 66 bird species on the property, critters, a 
monitor lizard and even slow lorises. 

The hotel has a Green Project manager, in charge 
of ensuring a sustainable approach in all its 
operations, including training staff on sustainable 
practices and educational programs for locals. 

The Tongsai Bay even produces cleaning 
detergents and pesticides made from natural 
ingredients such as chilli and lemongrass.
One week at The Tongsai Bay costs from 
£1,182; www.tongsaibay.co.th

7 When history comes alive 
near Berlin 
Step through the imposing red-brick gateway with 
its antique sandstone sculptures and you’ll find 
yourself entering a magical place. Located just 
20km outside of Berlin, the Landgut A Borsig hotel, 
complete with stables and tall, ancient trees on the 
shore of Lake Großbehnitz, is a tranquil place full 
of atmosphere and spirit. 

Built around 1800, the estate was first owned by 
the Borsig family. Today, host family the Stobers 
welcome guests. And back in the old days, what was 
then an agrarian plant played a pioneering role with 
its eco-farming methods and brick-firing techniques. 

Landgut A Borsig was the first eco-certified hotel 
in Berlin/Brandenburg. It has solar panels for 
generating electricity, a rainwater collection 
system for toilets and wood-fired heating, with 
50% of the biomass coming from its own forest. 

The rooms at the eco-hotel and the old guesthouse 
offer the perfect haven as they’re designed to reduce 
electromagnetic pollution, and many products 
inside the rooms are fair trade. Visitors will feel 
like they’re sleeping in the clouds in handcrafted 
beds, boasting 90% organic down bedding. 
One week at Landgut A Borsig costs from 
£542; www.landgut-aborsig.de
(All prices are subject to season and prevailing  
exchange rate)
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