
Some destinations 
seem to demand you 
change nationality 
or donate your arm 
for the privilege of  
marrying on their 
hallowed soil. There is 
a simpler way...
Selection by Rosie Patrick

Weddings 
abroad

 THE COUNTRIES THAT MAKE IT EASY 

TURKEY
Tranquillity abounds at D-Resort 
Göcek, a serene wedding venue in 
a quaint fishing village on an island. 
Even better, it’s just four hours away 
in Turkey, and you don’t need a law 
degree to navigate the system. To 
apply for a civil ceremony (the only 
legally binding type of service possible 
in the country), the documentation is 
fairly standard, though you will need a 
‘certificate of no impediment’ and an 
‘affidavit for marriage’ form, which must 
be legalised before hand. Trust us, it’ll all 
be worth it for a post-ceremony trip on 
the resort’s motorboat… 
www.dresortgocek.com

JAMAICA
Given the fact that you could be 
exchanging vows in Sandals South 
Coast’s unreal over-the-water chapel 
(left) just 24 hours after your arrival, 
it’s safe to say this Caribbean island is 
pretty laid-back with the formalities. 
The authorities require you to apply 
for a marriage licence in advance, 
just as you would in the UK, and send 
copies of your birth certificates to 
your marriage officer by courier. They 
will then do the rest, leaving you to 
relish in the resort’s two-mile stretch of 
unspoilt beach. www.sandals.co.uk
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MAURITIUS
Roughly a 12-hour 
flight from the UK is 
the paradise island of 
Mauritius and the elegant 
resort of St Regis. It’s 
far-flung, yes, but once 
you arrive, the legalities 
are minimal and you’ll 
be hitting those famous 
white sands in no time. 
Eight weeks beforehand, 
you’ll need to post a few 
documents (including 
copies of passports and 
birth certificates) to your 
wedding co-ordinator, 
and you should factor in a 
working day in Mauritius 
before your nuptials to 
finalise the paperwork. 
Otherwise, you’re free to 
tie the knot on the jetty, 
looking out over the sea.
www.stregismauritius.com

Ò



294  TIE THE KNOT SCOTLAND

PLANNING weddings abroad

ITALY
Confession time: the legal 
process takes a little longer 
in la bella Italia, but when 
Castello del Nero’s Tuscan 
setting, complete with 
lovely cypress trees, is this 
spectacular, you have all the 
motivation you need to get 
through it – plus it’s only a 
two-hour flight away. The 
process begins three months 
prior to the big day, with a 
certificate of no impediment 
and a statutory declaration 
before a UK solicitor, to be 
sent to the FCO Legalisation 
Office in Milton Keynes. 
After that, it’s just a case of 
having the certificate of no 
impediment translated. Now: 
wine tasting and private 
dinner by Michelin-starred 
chef Luca Di Pirro, anyone? 
www.castellodelnero.com“Most countries will require 

birth certificates, passports 
and evidence of single status in 
order for you to marry abroad.”

Hazel McNeile,  
Connoisseur Travel

Top tip

THAILAND
Fly to Phuket and you’ll be well on your way to 
Green Pearls’ Zeavola, the only five-star green dive 
resort on the island of Koh Phi Phi. An escape in the 
truest sense of the word, it’s only accessible by boat. 
This, though, is where the complications end, as the 
documentation is straightforward. “You have to be 
resident for three working days for the formalities 
to be completed,” says specialist Hazel McNeile 
of Connoisseur Travel. “You must also complete 
a certificate at the British embassy in Bangkok 
attesting that you are free to marry under Thai law.” 
We’d do anything for this suite’s idyllic view.  
www.greenpearls.com; www.connoisseur-travel.co.uk

SEYCHELLES
If the sublime Indian Ocean climate, lush greenery 
and endless powder-white sands haven’t won you 
over, the straightforward practicalities of making 
your commitment to each other on these heavenly 
islands will win out. “The Seychelles is one of those 
destinations where it is very easy to get married,” 
confirms the tourist office’s Eloise Vidot. “Most 
venues have planners on-site who’ll arrange the day. 
Many hotels only hold one wedding per day, so that 
you feel special and minimal paperwork is required.” 
Where do we sign? www.seychelles.travel
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BARBADOS
Perched on the island’s Platinum 
Coast, the Lone Star is a boutique 
hotel primed for beach-side 
weddings. And the best news? You 
don’t have to move heaven and earth 
to experience it. “There is no waiting 
period or compulsory length of stay,” 
confirms general manager Kristin 
Boland. “Application for a licence 
must be made by both parties in 
person at the office of the Ministry of 
Home Affairs, and calls for passports, 
birth certificates, return tickets and a 
letter from your marriage officer.” As 
soon as you’re organised, Lone Star 
can host celebrations for up to 150 
guests in its restaurant and bar area, 
serving up informal dishes and chilled 
champagne as you revel in the sunset.
thelonestar.com

CYPRUS
It’s no surprise that this Mediterranean island is so 
popular. “Flights from the UK take less than five 
hours, it has great hotels and it’s English-speaking,” 
sums up Melissa Lowe of Perfect Weddings 
Abroad. It’s also painless in terms of legalities – 
arrange a minimum three-day residency, bring ten-
year passports and a single statutory declaration 
and you’re all set. Where does Melissa suggest you 
do the deed? “The Unity Terrace at the Alexander 
the Great in Paphos: it’s completely private and has 
picturesque vistas of the Mediterranean sea.”
www.perfectweddingsabroad.co.uk 

FLORIDA
Convinced big days in the States must come with a whole heap of legal headaches? 
Wrong. Couples marrying at the Don CeSar, a salmon-hued venue (right) lovingly 
referred to as the Pink Palace on St Pete Beach in Florida, need only apply for a Florida 
marriage licence by mail (seriously!), which is valid for 60 days thereafter. Without having 
to make room in the budget or schedule for residency, you can get stuck into the fun 
stuff, like bridal party treatments at the hotel’s Spa Oceana (yes, please!), an outdoor 
service with your toes in the sand and a fully customised menu. www.doncesar.com
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“SOME COUNTRIES 
REQUIRE BLOOD TESTS 
AND X-RAYS IN ORDER 

FOR YOU TO TIE THE KNOT, 
OR TELL YOU THAT THE 
MARRIAGE WON’T BE 

LEGAL ON YOUR RETURN 
TO THE UK. WE DIDN'T 

HAVE TO COMPROMISE ON 
ANYTHING”

Sophie McLeish married 
Matthew McDonald 
on board the Sea Star 
with Exclusive Yacht 
Weddings in Cyprus  
on 15th June 2017

Travel has played a huge part in Sophie and 
Matthew’s relationship, so it felt only natural for 
the pair to have a destination wedding. “We got 
engaged in June 2014 when visiting Mexico,” 
explains Sophie, “and the first planning decision 
we made was to marry in Cyprus!” And who 
could blame them, seeing their photographs 
bathed in golden sunlight?

Their choice was also a highly pragmatic 
one. “We looked into various places but found 
Cyprus to be the best for us,” Sophie recalls. 
“Some countries require blood tests and X-rays 
in order for you tie the knot, or tell you that the 
marriage won’t be legal on your return to the 
UK. We didn’t have to compromise on anything.”

The couple’s research eventually led them 
to Exclusive Yacht Weddings, which guided 
them through the process, hiccup-free. This 
was deeply appreciated by Sophie – she 
heroically endured six weeks of radiotherapy 
for cancer in her leg ahead of the big day. 
“Given my diagnosis, I was just happy to be 
able to have my dream wedding,” she admits. 
“The most important thing to me was that I was 
marrying my best friend with everyone I loved 
in attendance in the most magnificent setting. 
Had I been concerned, however, I would have 

[Clockwise from 
above] Sophie's 
favourite shot: her 
veil and Matthew's 
kilt, blowing in the 
breeze; neither 
bride nor groom 
is religious, so they 
opted for a secular 
service; 47 of the 
couple's nearest 
and dearest flew 
out to celebrate and 
treated the occasion 
as their summer 
holiday; Sophie and 
Matthew say cheers 
to their marriage

Weddings 
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CASE 

STUDY

been reassured by the team, who were amazing 
both at home and at the resort. We were also 
very lucky with our planner, Elaine Smith, as 
nothing was too much trouble for her. She 
always replied instantly to my messages.” 

Exclusive Yacht Weddings ran a tight ship 
– quite literally. “I was never stressed,” reveals 
Sophie. “Everything went to plan. We were 
escorted by our in-resort co-ordinator to the 
courthouse in Paphos on the Monday prior 
and signed a few forms, which took under an 
hour. We paid extra for an additional validated 
copy of our certificate, as we knew we’d need 
this when we got home. It left room for the 
day to be an easy, laid-back family event, full of 
love.” www.exclusiveyachtweddings.com

Photography by Alexandru Macelaru
www.macelarualexandru.com


